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PRE-APPEAL BRIEF 



Sir: 



Applicants submit the following remarks in support of the Pre-Appeal Brief Request for 
Review. Currently, claims 1,4-10, 13-19, 22-28, and 35 are pending. Claims 29-34 have been 
withdrawn from prosecution (with traverse) responsive to a final restriction requirement. Of the 
pending claims, independent claims 1, 10, 19, and 28 are finally rejected as being anticipated 
by Qu (U.S. Pat. App. Pub. No. 2004/0203651). Qu does not anticipate these claims, however, 
because Qu does not disclose every element recited in the claims. 

Claim 1 is directed to a method of accessing functions in a mobile communication 
device. The method generates and dynamically updates a consolidated event list to consolidate 
one or more events of different event types (e.g., missed calls, missed SMS messages, etc.). 
To update the list, the method dynamically adds and deletes event items to and from the list. 



and from the list. An event item corresponds to a consolidated set of one or more events of the 

same event type. For example, the consolidated list may include a first event item 

corresponding to one or more missed voice calls, and a second event item corresponding to 

one or more missed SMS messages. For convenience, claim 1 appears below in its entirety. 

1 . A method of accessing functions in a mobile communication device comprising: 
generating a consolidated event list to consolidate events according to event 
type, the consolidated event list comprising one or more event items, with 
each event item corresponding to a different event type; 
dynamically updating the consolidated event list by: 
adding an event item when a new event occurs and the consolidated event 
list does not already have an event item corresponding to the same event 
type; and 

automatically deleting an event item when a user has responded to all 

events corresponding to the event item; 
displaying the consolidated event list to a user on a display; 
associating a menu item in a hierarchical menu with each event item in the 

consolidated event list; and 
invoking the associated menu item in said hierarchical menu responsive to 

selection of an event item from the consolidated event list by the user. 

As recited in claim 1 , each event item is associated with a corresponding menu item in a 
hierarchical menu. Selecting an event item from the consolidated event list invokes the 
corresponding menu item . For example, selecting a "Missed Call" event item on the 
consolidated event list invokes the Missed Calls menu. Thus, it is clear from claim 1 that each 
event item on the consolidated event list is a user-selectable object that functions as a shortcut. 
Qu does not teach invoking an associated menu item in a hierarchical menu whenever a user 
selects an event item from a consolidated event list . 

Qu discloses a wireless communication device that displays the status of the device 
using objects called "annunciators." As defined by Qu, an annunciator is an icon or a symbol 
that is continuously displayed along a top edge of the device to indicate the current status of the 
device to the user. Qu, p. 2, HI 0020, 0023]; Figure 2. One particular annunciator mentioned in 
Qu indicates that the user has missed one or more incoming voice calls. Qu, p. 3, ffl|[0029]; 



2 



The annunciators are not the claimed event items. Qu teaches, "[The] annunciators are 
used to indicate the current status of the device and are displayed as appropriate." Qu, p. 2, 
U[0020]. Thus, annunciators are visual status indicators only. Qu never states that selecting an 
annunciator invokes an associated menu item as claimed. In fact, Qu never suggests that the 
annunciators are selectable by the user. 

However, even if the annunciators were selectable by the user, Qu does not teach that, 
"selecting" a "Missed Call" annunciator invokes a corresponding Missed Call menu item. 
According to Qu, the presence of the Missed Call annunciator on the display only visually 
indicates to the user that calls were missed. See Qu, H[0029]. To address those missed calls, 
a user in Qu must still invoke the Missed Call menu using a predetermined sequence of keys or 
a programmed hot-key, as is conventional. As in Qu, "[the missed call] menu screen may be 
shown in response to the user pressing a particular key or menu option defined to invoke this 
screen." Qu, p. 3, H[0030]. There are no functional ties between the annunciators and the 
menu items in Qu. 

The Examiner equates the annunciators of Qu to the claimed event items on the 
consolidated list. However, the differences in functionality make clear that annunciators are not 
event items. The annunciators in Qu are visual status indicators only. No associated menu 
items are invoked when a user selects an annunciator in Qu. Indeed, the annunciators are not 
even selectable objects. The claimed event items, on the other hand, are user-selectable 
objects and invoke corresponding menu items when selected by the user. This difference 
necessarily eliminates Qu as an anticipating reference for claim 1 and any of its dependent 
claims. 

Claims 10, 19, and 28 also stand rejected as being anticipated by Qu for substantially 
the same reasons as those stated for claim 1 . Claims 10, 19, and 28, however, are directed to 
a mobile communication device, a circuit for controlling a user interface, and a computer 
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program, respectively. Each of these independent claims contains language that requires 
invoking an associated menu item in a hierarchical menu whenever a user selects an event item 
from a consolidated event list. For reasons similar to those stated above, Qu does not disclose 
this aspect of the claimed invention, and therefore, does not anticipate any of claims 10, 1 9, and 
28. Moreover, because these independent claims are patentable over Qu, so, too, are all their 
respective dependent claims. 

Finally, the remaining dependent claims stand finally rejected as being obvious over Qu 
in view of either Kraft (U.S. Pat. No. 6,381 ,474) or Roth (6,266,060). Neither Kraft nor Roth 
remedy Qu, however, alone or in combination. Therefore, in addition the foregoing reasons, the 
dependent claims are also patentable over the cited art. 

In light of the above remarks, Applicant respectfully requests that the Panel overturn all 
rejections. 
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